A sign of the times

BY RACHEL SHAPIRO
rshapiro@tbrnewspapers.com

As cars whiz by on the busy Route 25
thoroughfare in Centereach their driv-
ers may — or may not — notice an elec-
tronic sign in front of Olive Garden dis-
playing upcoming community events.

The electronic bulletin board, as one
of its supporters calls it, was installed in
December just after Christmas and is
hoped to be become a “one-stop shop,”
Gregory Ford said.

Ford, chairman of the Middle Coun-
try Coalition for Smart Growth, the
group responsible for getting the sign
there, said one of the goals of the coali-
tion is to phase out the use of wooden
signs scattered throughout the Middle
Country area and instead have a com-

mon place for the community to get in-
formation about local happenings.

“Hopefully this is going to catch on,”
Ford said of the sign, which is currently
displaying messages. “The intent is for
the community.”

Ford said the coalition has reached
out to different sports organizations,
asking them if they want to post on
the sign.

“It’s been very active, it's been for a
very short period of time,” Ford said.
“I would expect coming into the spring
with all the [sports] coming up I would
think that the sign is going to get used a
lot,” Ford said.

Even with the new electronic sign,
wooden signs can be seen on empty
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The Middle Country Coalition for Smart Growth hopes the electronic sign on Middle
Country Road will be a place the community looks to for events.
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corner lots, advertising fundraisers,
registrations and various other events.

Ford hopes the community will take
the coalition up on its offer to host a
central posting site, saying the location
at the intersection of Middle Country
Road and Centereach Mall is ideal for
the drivers of cars stopped at a red light
to glance at the posts going across the
screen. The electronic sign is reserved
for nonprofit community groups to
post their events at a cost of $25 per
post. Postings for coalition members
are free.

But while Ford and coalition mem-
bers are excited about the sign’s pros-
pects, Town Councilwoman Kathy
Walsh  (R-Centereach)  cautioned
against the idea of electronic signs
popping up all over Brookhaven.

“We don’t want them to be used
as marketing tools,” Walsh told The
Times of Middle Country. “We are
very careful of the organizations that
are given permission to erect them. Be-
cause we want them to have a commu-
nity benefit and not a distraction and
marketing tool for businesses.”

Walsh said the coalition has a valid
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reason for having the board but sees
the potential for drivers to be distract-
ed by it.

“We’re going to partner together and
make sure it does what it’s intended to
do,” Walsh said.

Walsh added the speed in which the
lights flash and the messages change
are going to be monitored.

“This is not something that’s go-
ing to duplicate throughout the town,”
Walsh cautioned.

Obtaining the sign has been “a cou-
ple-year project from soup to nuts,”
Ford said. The coalition obtained a
few grants for the $30,000 sign with
the help of local and state officials,
obtained the necessary permits and re-
ceived permission from Kimco Realty,
owners of the Centereach Mall, to not
only house the sign on its property but
pay for the sign’s electricity.

Applications for community groups
interested in posting on the sign are
available online at the coalition’s web-
site, www.mymiddlecountry.com. The
coalition said applications must be
submitted at least one month prior to
the requested posting. Postings will
be time-limited, must be current, will
not run for more than three weeks and
applicants are responsible for insuring
accuracy of information posted.



